THE MAN I KNEW

played golf every day, and on the 8th the Queen took us
in her motor back to London.

On June 9th Henrietta and Willie sailed for America,
and we were left in charge at Princes Gate. Douglas
motored down that day to stay with General French
(C.-in-C5 Aldershot), where he first made the acquaintance
of Mr. Haldane, and at once struck up a friendship which
was to continue right through the time that they worked
so closely together in forming the Territorial Army. In fact
Douglas told me when he came back that they had been so
engrossed in their conversation that they suddenly found
themselves caught in a bog!

Two days later Mr. Haldane and Douglas travelled back
to London to attend a conference at the War Office on the
formation of the Territorial Army. Again the next day
Douglas went to another meeting called the "Duma", and
I think that he then realised the difficulties that would have
to be overcome, officers of the Yeomanry being rather
opposed to the scheme, while those forming the Committee
of the "Duma" held many divergent views.

These meetings at the War Office continued daily, and
Douglas was much engrossed with the work, but I could
not help feeling rather worried, and thought that after his
strenuous work in India and the many bouts of malaria he
had had, I would have preferred to see him taking a quiet
holiday with me.

But it was an enjoyable time; many of Douglas's old
friends came to dine with us: officers who had been on his
staff during the South African War, in the lyth Lancers,
polo friends and those he was then daily meeting at the War
Office. The latter, however, were too fond of discussing,
after dinner, the work they had been doing during the day.
I used to tease Douglas about this, saying he ought to leave
"shop talk" alone, and take a rest I can see them in
my mind so well, Colonel Ellison and others, standing
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